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Dr. Ori Sela is a Senior Lecturer in the Department
of East Asian Studies at Tel Aviv University (TAU), of
which he served as Chair until 2022. He is also a
senior visiting researcher at the Israel-China Policy
Center-The Diane and Guilford Glazer Foundation
at the Institute for National Security Studies (INSS).
Dr. Sela specializes in the history of Early-Modern
and Modern China and is specifically interested in
the relationship between intellectual history and
socio-political history at various periods in

China's past.

During the past seven years, Dr. Sela has been
leading a project on China in the Middle East in
collaboration with the Moshe Dayan Center for
Middle Eastern and African Studies, a leading
global thinktank, at TAU.

He has written several books and journal articles.
His book China's Philological Turn: Scholars,
Textualism, and the Dao in the Eighteenth Century
(Columbia University Press, 2018) was awarded the
renowned 2020 Levenson Prize. With Zvi Ben-Dor
Benite and Joshua Fogel, he recently edited Time
and Language: New Sinology and Chinese History
(University of Hawaii Press, 2023), a collection of
essays about the significance of Sinology for
understanding modern China.
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He is an alumnus of Tel Aviv University having
received both his BA and Master’s Degree
(summa cum laude) from the School of
Philosophy, Interdisciplinary Program in
Religious Studies, and his PhD in East Asian
Studies from Princeton University.
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