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Professor Uriel Abulof is an associate professor of political science at Tel Aviv
University and studies the politics of fear, happiness, and hope. Introducing
“political existentialism,” Professor Abulof created the edX course HOPE: What
Makes Us Human. He has published over sixty peer-reviewed academic articles
and several books and edited volumes, including The Mortality and Morality of
Nations (Cambridge University Press) and Living on the Edge: The Existential
Uncertainty of Zionism (Haifa University Press).

Professor Itai Ater is a professor of business economics at the Coller School of
Management at Tel Aviv University and a senior fellow at the Israeli Democracy
Institute. Professor Ater led the initiative of 380 economists, 60 former senior
government officials, and several economics Nobel laureates who signed an
open letter expressing their deep concerns about unprecedented damage to the
Israeli economy from the proposed legal changes. He earned his bachelor's and
master’s degrees (both cum laude) from the Hebrew University and his Ph.D.
studies from Stanford University. In 2017-2018, he was a visiting professor at UC
Berkeley, where he taught courses on the Israeli economy. His research focuses
on competition and policy issues in the Israeli economy. Before graduate school,
Professor Ater worked at the Israeli Antitrust Authority, and he is currently also
the editor of the Economic Quarterly, a Hebrew peer-reviewed journal dealing
with the Israeli economy.

Professor Yishai Blank is the Dean of Tel Aviv University’s Buchmann Faculty
of Law. His research and teaching areas include Local Government Law,
Administrative Law, Global Cities, Urban Legal Policy, Law and Secularism, and
Legal Theory. Professor Blank obtained his LL.B. and an additional B.A. in
Philosophy (both magna cum laude) from TAU and clerked for the Chief Justice of
the Israeli Supreme Court, Aharon Barak, before practicing law in a top law firm in
Israel. He continued his studies at Harvard Law School, where he was a Byse
Fellowship recipient and where he received his LL.M. in 1999 and his S.J.D. in
2002. He is a three-time recipient of prestigious fellowships from the Israeli
Science Foundation and has been a visiting professor at Harvard Law School,
Cornell Law School, University of Toronto Law School, Queen’s University Law
School, Sciences Po Law School (Paris), Brown University, University of Hamburg,
and the Ofati International Institute for the Sociology of Law (Spain). Professor
Blank’s research has been published in top law journals in the United States and
Israel, including the Stanford Law Review, the Cornell Law Review, and the Harvard
Journal of International Law. Prof. Blank was the Chairperson of the Israeli
Association of Public Law, and he is currently a member of its Board.
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